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About the Communities

Although Canoga Park is the oldest community in
the West San Fernando Valley, many of the residential
neighborhoods in Canoga Park, Winnetka and Reseda
grew out of post World War II housing developments
that were created to accommodate the surge of
settling families. The commercial developments
in both communities have a longer history, having
grown during the era of Los Angeles trolley streetcars.
Both communities also remain close-knit and family
oriented. A large number of Latino, Asian, Persian, and
Armenian shoppers characterize the local retail stores
and businesses in the area.

About CR A /L A

Located in the 3rd Council District (CD3), the Canoga
Park/Reseda Redevelopment Project Area is on the
west side of the San Fernando Valley and covers an
area of more than 2,400 acres.

For over half a century, the Community Redevelopment Agency (CRA/LA)
has been Los Angeles’ public partner in housing, commercial, neighborhood
and economic development. When City Councilmembers, communitybased organizations, faith-based institutions, or other civic leaders and
organizations request that CRA/LA establish a Redevelopment Project
Area in a community, CRA/LA works with local community and business
leaders and residents to create a vision for their neighborhoods. CRA/LA’s
main task is to lend a hand - to investors willing to take risks for a more

CANOAS BANQUET HALL, RESEDA

vibrant city; to neighborhood residents with renewed aspirations for their
communities; and to those in need who strive to take part in the city’s growing
prosperity. CRA/LA helps: (1) increase the supply of housing for low- and
moderate-income families; (2) provide the infrastructure for commercial and
industrial development; and (3) create jobs necessary to maintain acceptable
levels of employment. CRA/LA also makes sure that citizens are engaged in
the decision-making process every step of the way.

Canoga Park, Winnetka and Reseda

MADRID THEATRE, CANOGA PARK
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Images from left to right:
Pottery Fountains, Reseda;
Visions of the Past Antique Shop, Canoga Park;
Tire Outlet, Inc., Reseda.

Why CRA/LA Is Here
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Following the devastating 1994 Northridge Earthquake,
the Los Angeles City Council directed CRA/LA to take
charge in preparing recovery redevelopment plans for
the most severely impacted communities – particularly
those in the neighboring areas of Canoga Park, Reseda
and parts of Winnetka. The Disaster Assistance Project
included the repair, restoration, demolition and
replacement of damaged properties.
Among the greatest challenges in rebuilding the
area was the large number of retail stores destroyed
in the quake as well as the subsequent decline in
population. Both factors led to a marked decrease in
key consumer spending in the area. The dual burden
of a poor economy and lack of revenues caused many
local businesses to shut down.

MADRID THEATRE, CANOGA PARK

“ As a result of the ‘94 Northridge
Earthquake, many of the buildings along
Sherman Way sustained considerable
damage. The structural and façade
improvements have made a tremendous
difference in the look, feel and actual safety
of Canoga Park. All of the stakeholder
groups in Canoga Park including Main
Street, the Canoga Park Improvement
Association, The Chamber of Commerce,
and the Neighborhood Council are delighted
with the public/private relationship that
has been developed and supported by
the CRA/LA”
John Parker
Canoga Park Business/Property Owner, Parker Brown Inc.
President, Canoga Park Improvement Association (PBID)
Vice President, Canoga Park/West Hills Chamber of Commerce

MAGIC BEAUTY SUPPLY, RESEDA
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Images from left to right:
Dia de los Muertos Aztec Dancers and Festival Altar,
Main Street Performing Arts Studio.
Dia de los Muertos Festival has been designed to bring
economic revitalization to Historic Downtown Canoga
Park and the surrounding communities. Dia de los
Muertos is a family festival that celebrates a reverent
holiday honoring loved ones who have passed on
before us. The day bears great significance in passing
on Hispanic traditions to the children living in the
surrounding communities and educating people from
throughout Los Angeles of the richness of the arts and
culture of the people of Mexico and Central America.
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“ We send our greetings and thanks
to the CRA/LA and Councilman
Dennis P. Zine for the valuable
contributions made on behalf
of Main Street Canoga Park and
the production of the Annual
Dia de los Muertos Festival.”
La Catrina and Friends
The Annual Dia de los Muertos Festival

“ The CRA/LA had the vision to help create
and build the Main Street Performing Arts
Studio (MSPAS) and bring the Arts to the
Canoga Park Community. By creating
an outlet for the expression of self through
dance, the CRA/LA is developing the
community through adults and children
within the community. MSPAS/Creation
Station offers supportive, challenging and
nurturing classes in salsa, yoga, cardiokickboxing, ballet, tap, and hip hop for
children 18 months to 18 years, as well as
adults. Thank you CRA/LA for making
this possible.”
Noël Harlow
Director,
Creation Station/Main Street Performing Arts Studio
mainstreetperforming@socal.rr.com
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This latest phase of the West Valley Façade and Signage
Improvement Program will see major upgrades to 67
storefronts in the Canoga Park and Reseda business districts
by the end of Fiscal Year 2005. Using contract architects and
working closely with business and property owners and the
community, this program has made a noticeable difference
in improving the appearance of these older, deteriorating
business districts. Canoga Park’s retail district has a very
low vacancy rate, which demonstrates the value of physical
improvements aimed at making the district more attractive
to potential customers. Reseda will also witness a major
turnaround in the appearance of its business district.

Streetscapes
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Canoga Park Façade and Signage Improvement Program: Existing

Canoga Park Façade
and Signage Improvement
Program: Proposed

Reseda Façade and Signage Improvement Program: Existing

Reseda Façade and Signage Improvement Program: Proposed

Canoga Park / Reseda

Earthquake Recovery Project
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Commercial Revitalization (Project Wide)
Sign Code Compliance Program (Reseda only)
Business Attraction and Retention Program
(44 new/existing businesses)

Housing (Project Wide)
First Time Homebuyers Program

Canoga Park / Reseda Recovery Area

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Commercial Facade Improvement Program

Public Improvements

Canoga Park Phase 1 (11 Storefronts)
Canoga Park Phase 2 (10 Storefronts)
Winnetka (5 Storefronts)
Canoga Park Phase 3 (31 Storefronts)
Reseda Phase 1 (5 Storefronts)
Reseda Phase 2

13.
14.
15.
16.
17.

Housing

18 . Main Street Canoga Park

Social Needs

19.
20.
21.
22.

Las Casitas (8 Units)
Owensmouth Townhomes (48 units)
Tierra del Sol (119 units)
Cohasset Manor (32 units)

11. Guadalupe Center Rehabilitation
12. Canoga Park Charter School
13. Canoga Park Community Center

Canoga Park Streetscape Phase 1 (4 Blocks)
Canoga Park Streetscape Phase 2 (4 Blocks)
Canoga Park Streetscape Phase 3 (8 Blocks)
Reseda Streetscape Project (Business District Wide)
Reseda Parking Lot Improvement Project

Economic Development
Arts & Entertainment

Madrid Theater
Main Streeet Performing Arts Studio
Canoga Park Youth Arts Center
Reseda Theater

Earthquake Recovery

23. Reseda Marketplace
24. Follow your heart

Redevelopment Update
TIERRA DEL SOL CONSTRUCTION, CANOGA PARK
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Success Through Reconstruction
& Redevelopment

An aggressive streetscape program is also underway
in Reseda and Canoga Park to complement the
Façade Improvement Program. Nine blocks have been
completed in Canoga Park with an additional six
blocks planned for completion in FY05. Improvements
include new street trees and furniture, public art,
pedestrian lights, enhanced crosswalks and major
sidewalk repair. Reseda’s improvements consist of
safety lighting at bus stops, enhanced crosswalks
and new traffic signals. The major portion of these
projects is covered by Federal funds.

CRA/LA works closely with community leaders for
economic revitalization by attracting new businesses,
upgrading the appearance of existing businesses,
creating new cultural facilities and programs, building
new affordable housing, and repairing the area’s
physical infrastructure.
CRA/LA has invested more than $15 million in the
Canoga Park area and is aggressively targeting the
Reseda and Winnetka communities for the same level of
investment. The program’s short-term goals have been
accomplished as shown by the dramatic improvement
in the commercial areas’ appearance. The successful
Façade Improvement Program has brought facelifts to
30 storefronts in the 3 business districts with another 65
storefronts to be completed in FY05. The new Business
Attraction and Retention Program, which provides
incentives for new businesses to locate in the Project
Area, will provide assistance to 44 new and existing
businesses during FY05. As a result of this Program, the
retail vacancy rate in Canoga Park is close to zero.
Working in tandem with Canoga Park businesses and
residents, the CRA/LA successfully obtained State
certification of Canoga Park as a California Main
Street Community. It is one of two Main Street’s in
Los Angeles. Administered by a community-based
nonprofit organization, the Main Street Program is a
four-point approach to commercial revitalization that
complements CRA/LA’s efforts by marketing the retail
district. Main Street is the sponsor of the annual Dia de
los Muertos Festival, which brings more than 15,000
people to Canoga Park on the first Sunday in November.

STREETSCAPE, CANOGA PARK

LAS CASITAS, CANOGA PARK

MADRID THEATRE, CANOGA PARK

A major objective in Canoga Park is expansion of
the area’s arts and entertainment opportunities.
CRA/LA developed the 480-seat Madrid Theater,
completed in 1998, and the Main Street Performing
Arts Studio, which offers a variety of classes to
children and adults with scholarships available to
low income residents and local employees. The
City-owned Canoga Park Youth Art Center offers
visual arts classes, and the privately-funded West
Valley Playhouse, openedseveral years ago, offers
theater and musical productions.
CRA/LA has invested close to $10 million in the
production of affordable housing in the Project Area,
including rehabilitation of an 8-unit bungalow court
for occupancy by low income seniors (Las Casitas),
creation of a First Time Homebuyers’ Program, and
the planned completion of 199 units of rental units for
very low income families and large families. One of
these projects, Tierra del Sol, is unique in that the
housing shares the site with a new charter elementary
school with a gymnasium that will be available to
the community when school is not in session. A new
community center will also be developed on the
5-acre site.
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Images from left to right:
La Tortilla Loca, Reseda;
Mouchian Auto Electric, Proposed Façade
Improvement, Reseda;
CRA/LA Offices, Reseda.
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“ Restaurant la Tortilla Loca y Canoas
Banquet Hall junto con sus miembros,
reconocemos y agradecemas la ayunda y el
esfuerzo que ha tenido el Departamento de
CRA para la ciudad de Reseda en mejoras,
limpieza y cooperación para los peguinos
negocios como nosotros.”
Yunive Rouvroy and Limber Alvarado
Reseda Business Owners,
LaTortilla Loca Restaurant and Canoas Banquet Hall

“ What the CRA means to me is represented
by the few people they have in my district,
who do the hard work of many. Their
efforts have served to improve the
community through commercial
revitalization. Our community is
witnessing the positive changes that
are occurring in this area since the 1994
earthquake with CRA’s assistance. The
staff listens to the community and is
making our dreams of a new and improved
place become a reality. CRA is successfully
serving the residents and businesses and
we commend and welcome them to continue
their good work”
Marlen Mouchian
Reseda Business/Property Owner, Mouchian Auto Electric
Member, CD3 Community Advisory Committee
Vice President, Reseda Chamber of Commerce
Founding Member, Reseda Neighborhood Council
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Images from left to right:
Patries by Edie, Canoga Park;
Out Of The Closet Thrift Shop,
Canoga Park.

Future Plans
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The Future Looks Bright
CRA/LA is encouraged by the willingness of the areas’
residents and businesses to work together on a shared
vision for the community.
• In Canoga Park, some of the long-term challenges are
the age and appearance of commercial buildings as
well as the impact on small, family-owned businesses
by the larger commercial corridor. However, the
Business Improvement District has served as an
optimistic example for the rest of the community in
this regard. CRA/LA hopes to increase the number of
residents included in the Main Street program in order
to build on this success.
• Within the Reseda community, CRA/LA will work
to fill the high number of commercial vacancies by
attracting businesses to the area and providing grants
for fiscally-responsible businesses.
• CRA/LA continues to broaden its relationship with
community leaders and neighbors by opening a
second project area site office in the Reseda Central
Business District, and near the City Council’s Field
Office in Reseda, further ensuring that all stakeholders
will have a voice on various committees related to
CRA/LA’s efforts.

RESEDA THEATRE

“ Until the CRA came to Reseda not much
was done. Now the CRA is the salvation
for Reseda. I have tried for 14 years
to get a parking lot association with the
business owners and property owners of
the properties on the south side of
Sherman Way from Etiwanda to Lindley
Avenue, to no avail. We had our regular
CAC meeting last week, and three
property owners, all new ones, came to
the meeting. We can now proceed with
our plans for this parking lot. This would
have not been possible without the CRA.
Nor, would the Façade Improvements on
Reseda Boulevard and the much
welcomed Reseda Streetscape Project.
What a difference. Only because of the
CRA. Leslie, Charlotte, and Vicki have
dedicated themselves to Reseda, and are
doing an excellent job.”
Ann Kinzle
Executive Director, Reseda Chamber of Commerce and
President – CD3 Community Advisory Committee
Reseda Resident
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Guadalupe
Community Center,

West Valley Site Offices

Canoga Park.

21500 Wyandotte Street
Suite 101
Canoga Park
California 91303

T 818 593 5490
F 818 932 9908
www.crala.org
comments@cra.lacity.org

18305 Sherman Way
Suite 22
Reseda
California 91335

T 818 708 5844
F 818 344 2425
www.crala.org
comments@cra.lacity.org

Get Involved!
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“ The Los Angeles Community
Redevelopment Agency provided the
catalyst for the renovation of the
53-year old Guadalupe Community
Center in Canoga Park. Because
of the CRA’s help, the West Valley
community now has a beautiful,
safe, state-of-the-art center where
local families can receive assistance
with food and clothing, and can
gather to learn and play.”
Margaret T. Pontius
Director,
Guadalupe Community Center, Canoga Park

Get Involved in the Revitalization
of Your Community
The success of your community depends on your
involvement, and CRA/LA welcomes the valuable
input provided by property owners, businesses,
residents and community organizations. The Council
District 3 Community Advisory Committee (CAC)
was established to ensure that redevelopment in the
project area is carried out with full participation from
the community. The CAC meets regularly to discuss
pending and new initiatives and will continue to work
with the community to convey public information
and collect input for revitalizing the Canoga Park,
Reseda and Winnetka areas. CRA/LA also works
closely with Neighborhood Councils and various civic
organizations. Get involved by contacting the local
CRA/LA office to receive information about upcoming
meetings or events and to learn more about the
programs and services CRA/LA has to offer.

CRA STAFF WITH COUNCILMAN ZINE

