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About the Community

About CRA/LA
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For over half a century, the Community Redevelopment Agency (CRA/LA) 

has been Los Angeles’ public partner in housing, commercial, neighborhood 

and economic development. When City Councilmembers, community-

based organizations, faith-based institutions, or other civic leaders and 

organizations request that CRA/LA establish a Redevelopment Project Area 

in a community, CRA/LA works with local community and business leaders 

and residents to create a vision for their neighborhoods.  CRA/LA’s main task 

is to lend a hand - to investors willing to take risks for a more vibrant city; 

to neighborhood residents with renewed aspirations for their communities;  

and to those in need who strive to take part in the city’s growing prosperity. 

CRA/LA helps: (1) increase the supply of housing for low-and moderate-

income families; (2) provide the infrastructure for commercial and industrial 

development;  and (3) create jobs necessary to maintain acceptable levels 

of employment. CRA/LA also makes sure that citizens are engaged in the 

decision-making process every step of the way. 

North Hollywood

Located in the 4th Council District (CD4), east of 
the SR-170 Hollywood Freeway, the 740-acre North 
Hollywood Redevelopment Project Area is the 
historical center of the east San Fernando Valley. 
The project area is bordered by Hatteras Street to 
the north, Cahuenga Avenue to the east, SR-134 
Ventura Freeway to the south and Tujunga Avenue 
to the west. 

The North Hollywood project area features an older 
but charming residential area and the NoHo Arts 
and Entertainment District – a commercial district 
that includes more than 20 theaters, restaurants and 
shops, anchored by the Academy of Television Arts 
and Sciences and the Academy Hall of Fame Plaza.

The project area also offers a unique shopping experi-
ence along Lankershim and Magnolia Boulevards, and 
is home to a small, but vibrant, industrial corridor. 
The Metro Rail Redline Station is located within the 
boundaries of the project area and the Metro Rapid 
Orangeline Transitway (MRT), linking Warner Center 
to North Hollywood by a rapid bus system, is currently 
under construction.  

NORTH HOLLYWOOD METRO PORTAL



Why CRA/LA Is Here
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North Hollywood Redevelopment Project

Other East Valley Region Project Areas

North Holywood Redevelopment Project 

North Hollywood was largely developed during 
the early 1900s and served as the commercial 
center of the San Fernando Valley for many years. 
The project area includes most of the original 
township of Lankershim, which was one of the 
earliest settlements in San Fernando Valley. As 
the transportation network of the San Fernando 
Valley improved and expanded, new residential 
and commercial development moved from this 
community to the West Valley area.

By the 1970s,  the North Hollywood area was in 
need of City assistance to reverse the decline that 
had slowly set in. It was the community’s dream 
to reverse this decline in order to once again, 
become a major economic force and cultural 
center in the San Fernando Valley. Before CRA/LA 
adopted the redevelopment plans for the North 
Hollywood community, the project area suffered 
from various conditions of blight that the City 
of Los Angeles wanted to address. Many factors 
contributed to preventing financial investment 
in the area. One example was that the area had 
inadequate public infrastructure and public facili-
ties. Major street improvements were required 
on busy thoroughfares, including Lankershim, 
Burbank, Magnolia and Chandler Boulevards. 
Many side streets did not meet City standards 
and the area lacked proper street lighting.  

The City of Los Angeles realized the needs of the 
area and directed CRA/LA to devise a comprehen-
sive redevelopment plan for the community. 

Completed Projects

  Housing
1.  Academy Village
2.  Alamo Hotel
3.   Bakman Towers
4.  Bakman Villas
5.   Denny Manor
6.  Denny Place
7.  Elmer Gardens
8.  Garden Villa Homes
9.  Golden Years
10 . Harmony Family Apartments
11.  Harmony Gardens
12. Harmony Gate
13. Harmony Manor  
14. Harmony Village
15. Magnolia Towers
16. Magnolia Villas
17.  Morrison Park Apartments
18. Ross Park Apartments
19. Ticino Apartments
20.  Willowwood Apartments

  Commercial Development
1.  5161 Lankershim Blvd. 
  Office Complex
2.  Academy Office Complex
3.  El Portal Theatre
4.  Vineland/Magnolia 
  Shopping Center
5.  NoHo Arts Center

  Special Projects
1.  Burbank Lankershim Gateway
2.  Chandler Outdoor Gallery
3.  NoHo Art Park
4.  Vineland Median
5.   Amelia Earhart Statue
6.  Lankershim Art Center
7.  North Hollywood 
  Public Library Restoration

  Selected Grant Projects:
  Commercial Façade
1.  Color Me Mine
2.  Parkway Electric
3.   Tokyo Delves
4.  Anawalt Lumber
5.  Dog & Bird House Pet Shop
6.  HaHa Café
7.  Madilyn Clark Studios
8.  Shirley Martin Dance Studio
9.  White Studios
10. Work Boot Warehouse

  Marquees
1.  Deaf West Theatre
2.  Raven Theatre

  

MAGNOLIA SHOPPING CENTER
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Redevelopment Update

“ Our business community has had a

  close relationship with the Community   

  Redevelopment Agency, since their 

  arrival in North Hollywood. They’ve

  assisted in countless storefront renovations,

  the development of the Academy of 

  Television Arts & Sciences; several residential 

  and multi-use projects, including the NoHo 

  Commons project currently underway. 

  CRA/LA has strong support from the 

  North Hollywood business community. 

  Their tools for redevelopment are needed 

  in order to facilitate land assemblage, 

  establish appropriate land use controls 

  and encourage the growth of the new transit 

  core of North Hollywood.”

    Bruce Spiegel 

     President, Universal City North Hollywood Chamber of  
     Commerce and President of The Jewelry Factory

A New Vision for North Hollywood

The new vision for North Hollywood includes goals 
to preserve and expand housing in the community; 
revitalize and expand local businesses; improve public 
facilities; and help enhance urban design to benefit 
the area.  

CRA/LA is currently focusing its redevelopment 
activity in the commercial core of the project area, 
near the Metro Line Red Line Station and within 
the boundaries of the “NoHo Arts District.” The 
Arts District has become a significant part of the 
community, boasting more than 20 live theaters 
and hosting an annual festival in June.  

TICINO APARTMENTS

PARKWAY ELECTRIC SUPPLY

Image to right: 
Chandler Mural.



Redevelopment Update
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“ Thank you CRA/LA, it wouldn’t 

  have happened without you! The NoHo 

  Arts District is a statement of what is 

  possible with vision, commitment and 

  guidance. The District is becoming a 

  destination for people of all ages to have 

  an arts experience. The District is 

  flourishing with artists, actors, theatres, 

  fine art galleries, dancers, and recording 

  studios. Art is everywhere and there is 

  more to come... look out Melrose.”

   Mary Garcia 

     Executive Director, 
     North Hollywood Regional Arts Council

Success Through Reconstruction 
and Redevelopment  

With the help of the residents, businesses and 
elected officials, and the establishment of the North 
Hollywood project area in 1979, the community began 
its course to fulfill its potential as an economic and 
cultural center of the San Fernando Valley. Thanks to 
vital redevelopment assistance, the North Hollywood 
area now enjoys significant new investments that 
improve living and working conditions in the area.

• CRA/LA has helped to complete 1,048 new housing 
 units. To revive current residential neighborhoods,
 CRA/LA assisted in rehabilitating more than 1,000
 units for low- and moderate-income households.

• CRA/LA implemented the “First Time Home Buyers”
 and “Paint is Free” programs to help the community
 become involved in improving existing residential
 neighborhoods.

• CRA/LA worked to bring new office towers, entertain-
 ment facilities, shopping centers, senior citizen and
 family residential units to North Hollywood.

• Thousands of homes have been rehabilitated through
 CRA/LA’s “Residential Rehabilitation” program. Funds
 through this program can be used for landscaping and
 exterior improvements.

Continued on page 8 4

BAKMAN BUNGALOWS

ARTE DE MEXICO

Image to left: 
Condo Art.



Redevelopment Update
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• CRA/LA implemented its “Commercial Façade”
 program to assist property owners and tenants with
 improving the exterior façades of their properties.

• CRA/LA coordinated the development of three 
 commercial projects, providing 469,000 square feet 
 of office, retail and parking space.  

• CRA/LA helped create and develop the NoHo Arts
  and Entertainment District. It has worked to promote  
 the area by supporting the NoHo Arts Festival,
  developing brochures and working with Channel 35
 and the Chamber of Commerce’s Arts Development 
 Committee, to create a video about the Arts District.
 CRA/LA has a successful history working with the 
 Los Angeles Neighborhood Initiative.

• A comprehensive Streetscape Improvement program  
 has been designated a priority for the community. To
 date, the program has enlisted more than 20 artists to
 design streetscape elements unique to the district,
 and completed major projects including new street
 lighting for Lankershim and Magnolia Boulevards;  
 enhancing the Lankershim/Camarillo/Vineland   
 intersection and widening portions of Chandler and  
 Lankershim Boulevards.

More than just improving the aesthetics of the area, 
CRA/LA projects contributed to the creation and 
retention of more than 1,135 jobs. CRA/LA expects an 
additional 1.5 million square feet of new commercial 
space to be constructed by 2014. This new commercial 
space will create approximately 5,000 additional jobs.

Continued from page 7

“ The Community Redevelopment Agency 

  has been instrumental in improving the

  North Hollywood area. Working in

  partnership with the community, CRA 

  has helped make many projects come to   

  fruition. Together, the Agency and the

  Community were able to take a diamond 

  in the rough and over a period of time,   

  polish it. Those that mistakenly gave

  up on North Hollywood will not recognize 

  it within the next few years, as it becomes

  the “hot spot” that people will want to live,  

  work and play in.”

   Eric Reuveni

     Vice President,
     Mid Town North Hollywood Neighborhood Council

     Chair,
     Planning, Land Use, Housing & Transportation Committee

MAGART MEXICAN FURNISHINGS

ECLECTIC CAFE

Images from left to right: 
North Hollywood shops at Magnolia,

NoHo Modern,
Tokyo Delve’s.



Future Plans
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During the next few years, CRA/LA plans to build on
its revitalization efforts to bring positive change to the 
North Hollywood community. Activities are focused 
both on the economic improvement of the area as 
well as the stabilization and recovery of the residential 
neighborhoods. Economic revitalization is focused on 
transit-oriented development and support and expan-
sion of the NoHo Arts District. All revitalization efforts 
will build upon the community’s strengths and carry 
out the dream of making North Hollywood one the 
major centers of activity in the San Fernando Valley. 
Specifically, CRA/LA will focus on the following projects 
and programs:

• The Metro Red Line Station – CRA/LA is working 
 to bring commercial and residential development
 adjacent to the Metro Rail Station.

• The NoHo Arts District – CRA/LA is aiming to further
 develop the Arts District, which was originally created
 through the joint efforts of the business and arts
 community. CRA/LA wants to build on the interest
 and vitality that the District has brought to North
 Hollywood.

• Revitalizing and improving the commercial core of the
 area – recognizing the need to create more jobs while
  enhancing the business element of the community,
 CRA/LA looks forward to beginning construction on
 the NoHo Commons development.

• Additional CRA/LA commercial activities will include
 both support for the existing businesses and build- 
 ings through façade improvements and business  
 attraction programs, and new development and   
 streetscape improvements.

• Developing additional office, retail, live-work housing,
 parking and entertainment-related projects – all with
 accompanying streetscape and art improvements.

• Providing housing for all income levels, with multiple
 opportunities and residential improvement assistance.

• CRA/LA recognizes that North Hollywood’s residential
 neighborhoods are the strength of the area. One
 major focus of CRA/LA is to complete various projects
 currently underway, reflecting the community’s 
 interest in having the area look well-maintained and
 creating a vibrant and supportive atmosphere for the
 growing arts district and the community’s youth.
  Such programs include creating a bikeway, and
 restoring the historic park – the Lankershim Depot; 
 completing artist-designed streetscape improve-
 ments along Lankershim and Magnolia Boulevards;
 the Chandler Outdoor Art Gallery; and landscaping 
 the Vineland Avenue utility easement.

Continued on page 12 4

VALLEY PLAZA NOHO COMMERCIAL CORE

Images from left to right: 
NoHo Tower,

Imperia Apartments.
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Get Involved!
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• CRA/LA and the Metropolitan Transportation
 Authority (MTA) are working cooperatively on an
 economic development strategy, with the assistance
 of the Urban Land Insititute (ULI), to establish a 
 new vision for the commercial core area of North
  Hollywood and to identify strategies for streamlining
 the approval process for major developments.

Future Plans

Continued from page 11

Get Involved in the Revitalization
 of Your Community 

The success of your community depends on your 
involvement, and CRA/LA welcomes the valuable 
input provided by property owners, businesses, 
residents, and community organizations. CRA/LA 
will continue to work with the community to convey 
public information and collect input for revitalizing 
the North Hollywood area. CRA/LA also works closely 
with Neighborhood Councils and various civic organi-
zations. Get involved by contacting the local CRA/LA 
office to receive information about upcoming meet-
ings or events and to learn more about the programs 
and services CRA/LA has to offer.

CHANDLER BIKEWAY EAST VALLEY REGION STAFF


